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Miss Barbary "Your mother, Esther, is your disgrace, and you were
hers"(ch.3; 19) "Submission, self-denial, diligent work"
John Jarndyce

"household keys" "Dame Durden”
"wherever Dame Durden

went there was sunshine and sunny air”(ch.30; 378) "summer-sun”

deformity

Charley Neckett
"an impression that I had been walking about the two rooms in the

night, a little beside myself, though knowing where | was"(ch.31; 390) "the two rooms™

"a curious sense of fullness,

as if | were becoming too large altogether"

Dare | hint at that worse time when, strung together somewhere in great black space, there was a
flaming necklace, or ring, or starry circle of some kind, of which | was one of the beads! And

when my only player was to be taken off from the rest, and when it was such inexplicable agony and

misery to be a part of the dreadful thing?(ch.35; 432)

"black space”
"l am blind"(ch.31; 391) "if you let



[Ada] in but once, only to look upon me for one moment as I lie here, I shall die"

>"a flaming necklace, or ring, or starry circle of some kind*”
"disgrace”

"a flaming necklace"

"The Ghost's
Walk"

deformity

Very soon it became more familiar, and then I knew the extent of the alteration in it even better than
I had done. It was not like what | had expected; but | had expected nothing definite, and | dare say

anything definite would have surprised me.(ch.36; 444. )

"a broken

glass™
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"a remarkable
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Jo watches what is done to save him "with the languid unconcern | had already noticed, wearily
looking on at what was done as if it were for somebody else”(ch.31). Four chapters later, Esther
describes herself "lying, with so strange a calmness, watching what was done for me, as if it were

done for somebody else whom | was quietly sorry for*(ch.35).

The boy, in rough sort stunned by what he hears, falls to smearing his dirty forehead with his
dirty palm, and to staring at the ground, and to shaking from head to foot until the crazy hoarding
against which he leans rattles.(ch.46; 557)

Jo . .. excitedly declares, addressing the woman, that he never known about the young lady,
that he never heern about it, that he never went fur to hurt her, that he would sooner have hurt his
own self, that he'd sooner have had his unfortnet ed chopped off than ever gone a-nigh her, and that
she wos wery good to him, she wos. Conducting himself throughout as if in his poor fashion he
really meant it, and winding up with some very miserable sobs.(ch.46; 558)



Charles Dickens, Bleak House (New York: Norton, 1977) 4. Bleak House

Mr. Snagshy sickens in body and mind and feels as if he were going every moment deeper
down into the infernal gulf (Bleak House [ch.22; 277]).

A. Susan Williams The Rich Man and the
Diseased Poor (London: Macmillan, 1987) 47 "Many members of the ruling classes, their
feelings of exclusivity encouraged by the pattern of disease distribution, stated Gavin,
believed they were endowed with a natural immunity to infectious disease"
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Guster has a tender heart(Bleak House [ch.11; 136]).
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UP, 1974), 191.
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Dickens Studies Annual 24 (1996) 143 "Once he learns of Esther's infection, he
responds with grief, guilt, and an apparent attachment to her that has no foundation in earlier

scenes."



