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‘[. . .] Phillis, I am thankful thou dost not care for the vanities of dress!’
Phillis reddened a little as she said, in alow humble voice,----
‘But | do, father, I'm afraid. | often wish | could wear pretty-coloured

ribbons round my throat like the squire's daughters.’” (284-85)
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(“The love of dressis atemptation and a snare’)

(“nice women [. . .] as creatures more like

angels than human beings”) ®
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(“It is Phillis who carries the sense of active

possibility in this timeless world”) °
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(“Phillis feels no contradiction between learning and

love” [Uglow 545])
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(“kindly meant is kindly
taken----is it not so?” [277])
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If 1 were you, I'd rise up and snuff the moon, sooner than break your
father’s and mother’s hearts wi’ watching and waiting till it pleases you to

fight your own way back to cheerfulness. (354)

(“we will go back to the

peace of the old days. | know we shall; | can, and | will!")

“will go
back” “shall” “can”

uWi”n

try to keep the parish rod as well as the parish bull” [274])



(275)

(291)

13

(285)

(“I think you are good; but | don’t know if you are

quite of their kind of goodness”)

[. . .] you've found out aready that there is greater chance of
disagreement between two “kinds of goodness’, each having its own idea
of right, than between a given goodness and a moderate degree of

naughtiness|. . .]. (296)
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Holdsworth was very quiet during all the rest of that day; nor did he
resume the portrait-taking by his own desire, only at my cousin Holman's
request the next time that he came; and then he said he should not require

any more formal sittings for only such a slight sketch as he felt himself
making. (312)
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(“’Tis better to have loved

and lost / Than never to have loved at all”) 15

(“we

will go back to the peace of the old days. | know we shall; | can, and | will!")
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The Minister dead, | married----we hear of the typhus
fever in the village where Phillis lives, & | go to persuade her & her bedridden
mother to come to us. | find her making practical use of the knowledge she had
learned from Holdsworth and, with the help of common labourers, levelling &
draining the undrained village----a child (orphaned by the fever) in her arms
another plucking at her gown----we hear afterwards that she has adopted these
to be her own. (Further Letters 259-60)
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