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‘Friendship®>  “The Exclusiveness of Women™”

The first claimed that female friendships were notoriously shallow, most often a
“fehearsal”” for “Serious business’” of relationships with men. Admitting the
occasional "very real” friendships, the article claimed these could only occur when
both women were “Verging towards middle age, when neither [was] a wife or a
mother, and when one [had] a stronger character than the other, so that they
impact better together, and bring into their relations the charm of protection on
the one side and of reliance on the other’-in effect, only when the relationship
conformed to conventional heterosexual roles. The second article depicted women
as possessive, competitive, and untrusting, “hot ashamed to suspect their sisters of
improper feelings’; and it concluded, “§ou seldom see any sense of the community

of sex.”™1
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Anne Dixon

[. . .] 1 know I'm never likely to have a home of my own, or a husband that would
look to me to make all straight, or children to watch over or care for, all which I take
to be woman's natural work, I must not lose time in fretting and fidgetting after

marriage, but just look about me for somewhat else to do. | can see many a one



misses it in this. They will hanker after what is ne'er likely to be theirs, instead of
facing it out, and settling down to be old maids; and, as old maids, just looking
round for the odd jobs God leaves in the world for such as old maids to do. There's

plenty of such work, and there's the blessing of God on them as does it. (189)
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Throughout her life, Elizabeth Gaskell was to maintain that maternal love is not
the attribute of every mother, that a woman may give birth to a child that she
detests, and that it is possible for the love the love of parent and child to be

established between strangers or distant relations. 10
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‘[. . .] Of late (since I loved, old man), I have been cruel in my thoughts to every one.
I have turned away from tenderness with bitter indifference. Listen!”’she spoke
in a hoarse whisper. “1 will own it. I have spoken hardly to her,”’pointing towards
the corpse,--“her who was ever patient, and full of love for me. She did not know,””
she muttered, “She is gone to the grave without knowing how 1 loved her--1 had

such strange, mad, stubborn pride in me.”’(138)
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